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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel Claims 1 and 10 without prejudice and amend Claims 2, 6, 9, 1 1, 12, 
17, and 20 as follows: 

L (Cancelled) A method for communicating between a plurality of 
asynchronous transmitting and receiving systems using digital streams arranged in 
multiple access frames, the method comprising: 

(a) in a master system, cycling a counter using a clock reference to generate a 
master count, and using the master count to establish a master frame count; 

(b) in a slave system, cycling a counter using a clock reference to generate a 
main count, and using the main count to establish a main frame count; 

(c) from a difference between the master frame count and the main frame 
count of the slave system, determining a frame count offset value; 

(d) establishing a slave frame count for the slave system by adding the offset 
value to the main frame count, and thereby aligning the slave frame count of the slave 
system with the master frame count and incrementing the slave frame count when the 
main count is incremented; 

(e) communicating digital streams between the master and slave systems by 
aligning frames with the clock reference of the master system when the slave frame 
count for the slave system is aligned with the master frame count. 
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2. (Currently Amended) A method for communicating between a plurality of 
asynchronous transmitting and receiving systems using digital streams arranged in 
multiple access frames, the method comprising: 

(bl) in a master system, cycling a counter using a clock reference to generate a 
master count, and using the master count to establish a master frame count: 

(h) in a slave system, cycling a counter using a clock reference to generate a 
main count and using the main count to establish a main frame count: 

(c) from a difference between the master frame count and the main frame 
count of the slave system, determining a frame count offset value: 

(d) establishing a slave frame count for the slave system bv adding the offset 
value to the main frame count, an d thereby aligning the slave frame count of the slave 
system with the master frame count and incrementing the slave frame count when the 
main count is incremented: 

(e) communicating digital streams between the master and slave systems bv 
aligning frames with the clock reference of the master system when the slave frame 
count for the slave system is aligned with the master frame count. T ho mothod of 
claim 1 , wherein the master and slave systems each generate a count with a plurality 
of bits which define frame boundaries for the respective systems, the step of aligning 
frames with the clock reference of the master system further comprising determining 
a bit offset between a master system frame boundary and a slave system frame 
boundary and adjusting the slave system frame boundary with the bit offset so that the 
frames are aligned. 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein said plurality of bits defining the 
master frame boundary is a portion of the master count. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein said plurality of bits defining the 
slave frame boundary is a portion of the slave count. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein said at least one of said master 
and main counts includes first and second pluralities of bits, the first plurality of bits 
forming said frame count and the second plurality of bits forming a bit count for 
defining frame boundaries for the respective systems. 


6. (Currently Amended) A method for ^„„n;^ nf , between a p lenty „ f 


asynchronous trangmfrinp and receiving sv^e™ » rift fl dMta] ^ flmg fa 
multiple access frames, the method comprising- 


£ a) in a master system, cycling a counter ..<^ g a c]nck 


generate a 


master count, and using the master count to e stablish * m^te r frame rnimt; 

ft) in a slave system , cycling a c ounter usi ng a clock r^rence to genemte „ 
main count, and using the m ain count to establish a main 


count: 


(c) from a difference between the master frame nnnnt ^ ^ main framp 
c ount of the slave system de termining a frame emmr offW 
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(d) establishing a slave frame count for the slave system by adding the offset 
value to the main frame count, and thereby aligning the slave frame count of the slave 
system with the master frame count and incrementing the slave frame count when the 
main count is incremented; 

(6) commun icating digital streams between the master and slave systems by 
aligning frames with the clock reference of the master system when the slave frame 
count for the slave system is aligned with the master frame count. ¥he method of 
claim4-further comprising generating a bit count for the slave system reflective of the 
frame bomidary of the slave system. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 6, ftirrher comprising: 

(a) starting a packet count for each frame of each digital stream using the bit 
count determined for the frame boundary of the slave system; and 

(b) incrementing the packet count at a predetermined rate thereafter for 
communicating the frame between the systems. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 2 further comprising monitoring drift 
between the clock reference of the master system and the clock reference of the slave 
system and adjusting the bit offset and the slave system frame boundary to reflect the 
drift between the clock references. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4— 2_further comprising 
monitoring drift between the clock reference of the master system and the clock 
reference of the slave system and adjusting the slave frame count of the slave system 
to reflect the drift between the clock references. 

10. (Cancelled) A communication system including a plurality of 
asynchronous transmitting and receiving systems using digital streams arranged in 
multiple access frames, the system comprising: 

a master system operable for cycling a counter using a clock reference to 
generate a master count, the master system using the master count to establish a 
master frame count; 
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a slave system operable for cycling a counter using a clock reference to 
generate a main count, the slave system using the main count to establish a main 
frame count; 

a circuit operable for determining a difference between the master frame count 
and the main frame count and creating a frame count offset value; 

the slave system further operable for establishing a slave frame count by 
adding the offset value to the main frame count, and thereby aligning the master 
frame count with the main frame count of the slave system, the slave system 
incrementing the slave frame count when the main count is incremented; 

the master and slave systems operable for communicating digital streams 
therebetween by aligning frames with the clock reference of the master system when 
the slave frame count for the slave system is aligned with the master frame count 

11. (Currently Amended) A communication system including a plurality of 
asynchronous transmitting and receiving systems using digital streams arranged in 
multiple access frames, the system comprising: 

a master system operable for cycling a counter using a clock reference to 
generate a master count the master system using the master count to establish a 
master frame count; 

a slave system operable for cycling a counter using a clock reference to 
generate a main count, the slave system using the main count to establish a main 
frame count: 

7 

N:\UwrPublic\WX\Amexidments\2005 Amendmenls\US00862 1 .amdl .doc 


PAGE 8/14 1 RCVD AT 8/17/2005 3:36:48 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF«6131 1 DNIS:2738300 * CSID:914 332 0615 * DURATION (mm*s):02-38 


Aug-17-2005 15:45 F rorn-PH I L 1 PS ELECTRONICS ICS 


914-332-0615 


T-108 P. 009/014 F-780 


a circuit operable for determining a difference between the master frame count 
and the main frame count and creating a frame count offset value: 

the slave system further operable for establishing a slave frame count bv 
adding the offset value to the main frame count, and thereby aligning the master 
frame count with the main frame count of the slave system, the slave system 
incrementing the slave frame count when the main count is incremented: 

the master and slave systems operable for communicating digital streams 
therebetween bv aligning frames with the clock reference of the master system when 
the slave frame count for the slave system is aliened with the master frame counffhe 
fly atom of claim 10 » wherein the master and slave systems each generate a count with 
a plurality of bits which define frame boundaries for the respective systems, the 
system further comprising a circuit operable for determining a bit offset between a 
master system frame boundary and a slave system frame boundary and adjusting the 
slave system frame boundary with the bit offset so that the frames are aligned 
between the master and slave systems, 

12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 43-1 1 wherein said circuit for 
determining a difference between the master and slave frame counts is part of the 
slave system. 


8 

N:\UserPublic\WX\Amendments\2005 Amendmcnts\US00862l.amdl.doc 


PAGE 9(14 * RCVD AT 8/1712005 3:36:48 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/31 1 DNISOTOO* CSID:914 332 0615 * DURATION (mm*s):02-38 


Aug-1 7-2005 15:45 


Frora-PHILIPS ELECTRONICS ICS 


914-332-0615 


T-108 P. 01 0/014 F-780 


13. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 wherein said circuit for determining a 
bit offset between the master and slave system frame boundaries is part of the slave 
system. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 wherein said plurality of bits defining 
the master frame boundary is a portion of the master count. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 11 wherein said plurality of bits defining 
the slave frame boundary is a portion of the slave count. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 wherein at least one of said master and 
main counts includes first and second pluralities of bits, the first plurality of bits 
forming said frame count and the second plurality of bits forming a bit count for 
defining frame boundaries for the respective systems. 

17. (Currently Amended) A communication system including a plurality of 
asynchronous transmitting and receiving systems using digital streams arranged in 
multiple access frames, the system comprising: 

a master system operable for cycling a .counter using a clock reference to 
generate a master count, the master system using the master count to establish a 
master frame count; 
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a slave system operable for cycling a counter using a clock reference to 
generate a main counts the slave system using the main count to establish a main 
frame count; 

a circuit operable for determining a difference between the master frame count 
and the main frame count and creating a frame count offset value; 

the slave system further operable for establishing a slave frame count bv 
adding the offset value to the main frame count, and thereby aligning the master 
frame count with the main frame count of the slave system, the slave system 
incrementing the slave frame count when the main count is incremented: 

the master and slave systems operable for communicating digital streams 
therebetween by aligning frames with the clock reference of the master system when 
the slave frame count for the slave system is aligned with the master frame count^ The 
systom of olaim 10 j wherein said slave system is operable for generating a bit count 
reflective of the frame boundary of the slave system. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 17 further comprising a circuit operable 
for starting a packet count for each frame of each digital stream using the bit count 
determined for the frame boundary of the slave system, the packet count being 
incremented at a predetermined rate thereafter for communicating the frame between 
the systems. 
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19. (Original) The system of claim 11 further comprising a circuit operable 
for monitoring drift between the clock reference of the master system and the clock 
reference of the slave system and adjusting the bit offset and the slave system frame 
boundary to reflect the drift between the clock references. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4£-ll further comprising a 
circuit operable for monitoring drift between the clock reference of the master system 
and the clock reference of the slave system and adjusting the slave frame count of the 
slave system to reflect the drift between the clock references. 
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